Marcus Gibbs Acres of Diamonds Scholarship

“The Acres of Diamonds story” a true one” is told of an African farmer who heard tales about other
farmers who had made millions by discovering diamond mines. These tales so excited the farmer that
he could hardly wait to sell his farm and go prospecting for diamonds himself. He sold the farm and
spent the rest of his life wandering the African continent searching unsuccessfully for the gleaming
gems that brought such high prices on the markets of the world. Finally, worn out and in a fit of
despondency, he threw himself into a river and drowned.

Meanwhile, the man who had bought his farm happened to be crossing the small stream on the
property one day, when suddenly there was a bright flash of blue and red light from the stream
bottom. He bent down and picked up a stone. It was a good-sized stone, and admiring it, he brought it
home and put it on his fireplace mantel as an interesting curiosity.

Several weeks later a visitor picked up the stone, looked closely at it, hefted it in his hand, and nearly
fainted. He asked the farmer if he knew what he’d found. When the farmer said, no, that he thought it
was a piece of crystal, the visitor told him he had found one of the largest diamonds ever discovered.
The farmer had trouble believing that. He told the man that his creek was full of such stones, not all
as large as the one on the mantel but sprinkled generously throughout the creek bottom.

The farm the first farmer had sold, so that he might find a diamond mine, turned out to be one of the
most productive diamond mines on the entire African continent. The first farmer had owned free and
clear ... acres of diamonds. But he had sold them for practically nothing, in order to look for them
elsewhere. The moral is clear: If the first farmer had only taken the time to study and prepare himself
to learn what diamonds looked like in their rough state, and to thoroughly explore the property he
had before looking elsewhere, all of his wildest dreams would have come true.

The thing about this story that has so profoundly affected millions of people is the idea that each of
us is, at this very moment, standing in the middle of our own acres of diamonds. If we had only had
the wisdom and patience to intelligently and effectively explore the work in which we’re now
engaged, to explore ourselves, we would most likely find the riches we seek, whether they be
financial or intangible or both.

Before you go running off to what you think are greener pastures, make sure that your own is not just
as green or perhaps even greener. It has been said that if the other guy’s pasture appears to be
greener than ours, it's quite possible that it’s getting better care. Besides, while you're looking at
other pastures, other people are looking at yours.”

Marcus was part of Hilton's Class of 2013 and was a young man that cared for his family, friends and
those in need. He had a humble confidence that he would accomplish great things in his life by
developing his God-given talents. Marcus believed in his own ability and the ability of others to
develop their talents. Marcus knew that he had acres of diamonds within himself and had plans to
show those diamonds to the world. Unfortunately, Marcus passed away in November 2016.
Fortunately, Marcus was an organ donor and Marcus’ donations saved and/or extended the lives of 5
people.

The Marcus Gibbs Acres of Diamonds Scholarship ($1000) is intended to recognize students that
have a humble confidence in their own abilities to succeed, a belief in the ability of others to succeed
and a desire to serve and encourage others to become their best selves.

In 500 words or less, please describe how you are developing your acres of diamonds and/or how
you are encouraging (or have encouraged) someone else to develop their acres of diamonds.
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Diamond Minds start here

Please email application materials by March 20t to:

scholarship@hiltoneducationfoundation.org
Name:

Extra-Curricular Activities/Organizations involved with:

In 500 words or less, please describe how you are developing your acres of
diamonds and/or how you are encouraging (or have encouraged) someone else to
develop their acres of diamonds.



